Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


(FOR  BROADCAST  USS  OMLY) 

f 

HOMSLiAKZRS1  CHAT  Thursday  January  22,  1940. 

Subject:     "HEADING  LABELS  ON  FOODS,  DRUGS,  AND  COSMETICS."     Information  from  the 
Food  and  Drug  Administration,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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January  first  of  this  new  year,  1940,  is  a  significant  date  in  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  new  Food,  Drug,  and  Cosmetic  Act.     On  that  date  the  new  labeling 
requirements  became  effective.     Although  the  law  permits  continued  use  of  some  of 
the  older  labels  for  another  six  months,  we  consumers  will  soon  sec  material  changes 
in  the  labeling  and  packaging  of  most  of  the  foods,  drugs,  and  cosmetics  we  buy. 

The  period  since  the  passing  of  the  Food,  Drug,  and  Cosmetic  Act  on  June  25, 
1938,  up  to  the  present  time,  has  been  one  of  preparation,  both  on  the  part  of  the 
government  for  enforcing  the  new  law,  and  on  the  part  of  manufacturers  to  meet  its 
full  requirements.     But  suppose  we  let  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  toll  the 
story.    Here  it  is: 

"After  years  of  effort  on  the  part  of  thousands  of  people  interested  in 
improving  the  older  law,  the  new  Food,  Drug,  and  Cosmetic  Act  was  passed  on  June  25, 
1933.    However,  only  a  part  of  it  went  into  effect  immediately-  the  provisions 
designed  to  protect  the  public  against  dangerous  drugs,  dangerous  devices,  and 
dangerous  cosmetics.    Within  three  weeks  after  the  passage  of  the  measure  highly 
dangerous  products  like  the  sight-destroying  eye-lash  dyes  were  taken  off  the 
market, 

"But  the  new  act  gave  manufacturers  of  other  products  a  year  to  fall  in  line 
with  the  changed  labelling  requirements,  if  their  products  and  labels  complied  with 
the  old  law.    Most  of  the  manufacturers  needed  the  extra  time  to  devise  new  labels 
and  packages. 
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"Just  two  days  before  the  deadline  1'or  those  manufacturers,  Congress 
approved  an  amendment  giving  them  additional  time.    This  amendment  postponed  until 
January  1,  1940,-  this  January,-  the  new  labeling  provisions  and  certain  other  re- 
quirements relating  to  certified  colors.     A  further  6  months  was  given  to  firms 
that  had  large  stocks  of  labels  on  hand,  if  those  labels  were  printed  before 
February  1,  1939,  and  compiled  with  the  old  law. 

"From  now  on,  consumers  will  note  a  gradual  change  in  the  amount  of  informa- 
tion they  will  find  on  the  labels  of  packaged  foods  and  drugs.     If  consumers  will 
only  train  themselves  to  read  all  labels  attentively,   they  will  find  many  more  facts 
than  formerly  to  guide  them  in  getting  safe  products  and  good  value  with  respect  to 
quantity  and  purity  of  ingredients. 

"Let's  compare  the  new  labeling  requirements  with  those  in  force  under  the 
old  law.    Formerly  all  statements  on  labels  had  to  be  truthful  as  fas  as  they  went. 
3ut  a  truthful  statement  does  not  always  give  all  the  facts  needed.     And  cosmetics 
were  not  included  at  all  in  the  old  Food  and  Drug  A^t  of  1906.     The  new  law  pro- 
vides that  in  all  cases,-  whether  foods,  drugs,  or  cosmetics,-  a  product  'shall  be 
deemed  to  be  misbranded  if  its  labeling  is  false  or  misleading  in  any  particular.' 

"Again,  on  food  packages  only ,  the  old  law  required-  a  statement  of  the 
quantity  of  contents.     Sometimes  it  was  hard  to  locate  even  that  information.  Under 
the  new  law,   the  quantity  of  contents  must  be  given  for  foods,  drugs  and  cosmetics. 
It  must  be  in  terms  of  weight,  liquid  measure,  or  numerical  count,  whichever  is 
appropriate.    This  information  must  be  simply  expressed,   and  plainly  printed, 
where  it  will  be  noticed,  so  that  the  buyer  is  not  misled  in  any  way.     For  example, 
a  package  which  contains  a  quart  of  food  shall  be  labeled  '1  quart',  not  '32  fluid 
ounces.'"    The  name  of  the  manufacturer,  packer,  or  distributor  of  all  products  must 
oe  plainly  printed  on  the  label,  and  also  his  place  of  business. 

"The  common  name  for  a  food  must  be  given  and  the  ingredients  of  the 
article  must  conform  to  the  standard  for  the  food  it  purports  to  be,  if  a  standard 
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has  been  prescribed.    If  no  standard  has  yet  been  set  up,  the  label  must  show  the 
common  or  usual  names  of  all  ingredients.     At  every  point  the  spirit  of  the  new  law 
is  to  protect  the  consumer  by  giving  additional  information,  to  permit  intelligent 
buying  and  prevent  false  or  misleading  impressions. 

"The  label  requirements  for  packages  of  drugs  and  devices  include  many  of  the 
same  points  as  those  for  foods,  and  additional  safeguards.     According  to  the  law, 
required  information  must  be  conspicuously  placed  on  the  label  in  terms  likely  to  be 
read  and  understood  by  the  ordinary  individual  under  customary  conditions  of  pur- 
chase and  use. 

"Note  those  words,-    'ordinary  individual'-  not  a  scientist,-  and  'customary 
conditions  of  purchase  and  use,'     The  man  who  rushes  to  a  drug-store  for  a  headache 
remedy  may  not  notice  the  words,   'Warning-  May  be  habit  forming'  if  they  are  hidden 
a^ay  in  fine  print  in  a  corner.     It  is  no  excuse  for  a  manufacturer  to  say  there 
isn't  room  to  give  all  required  information  on  the  label.     Ke  must  change  the  design 
of  the  label  and  make  room. 

"One  of  the  most  important  new  label  requirements  for  drugs  concerns 
directions  for  use.    Not  only  must  the  common  name  of  the  drug  or  its  active 
ingredients  be  given.    Directions  for  use  must  be  adequate  and  include  proper  warn- 
ings if  there  is  any  danger  to  health  in  using  the  drug  in  any  other  way.  Another 
part  of  the  drug  section  of  the  act  says  that  a  durg  is  misbranded  if  it  is  dangerous 
to  health  when  used  in  the  dosage  or  with  the  frequency  or  duration  prescribed, 
recommended,  or  suggested  in  the  labeling. 

"Deceptive  containers  for  drugs,  and  also  for  foods  and  cosmetics,   are  a  . 
whole  story  by  themselves,  which  must  be  saved  for  another  day." 

These  are  some  of  the  main  points  on  label  requirements  under  the  new  Food, 
^rug  and  Cosmetic  Act.    You  will  note  the  emphasis  on  the  fact  that  consumers  who 
read  labels  carefully  will  profit  by  the  increased  protection  under  the  act. 


